BRUCE WELLINGTON

The McMillan
508 and 338 Sniper

Weapon Systems on test|

look through any of the latest
shooting magazines available
on the newsagency rack, will
have you seeing some sort of
catch phrase such as “Sniper”
or “Tactical” plastered onto
advertisements for products such as scopes
and rifles. While it is seen as a marketing tool
for many manufacturers trying to cash in on
the “Tacticool” factor, there arc many items
available for sale that are the genuine item,
and are legitimately available to the general
shooting public.

One of these is the McMillan Bros trade-
mark, world renowned for its benchrest
actions and rifle stocks. A look at any top
grade benchrest competition line up will sce
any number of rifles ficted with them. The
same could also be said for the hunter and
F-class crowd nowadays, with that side of the
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sport taking off in leaps and bounds. With-
out over emphasizing it, McMillan is pretty
close to the cream of the crop when it comes
to producing accuracy enhancing products.

So is it possible to buy a rifle that is entirely
built by McMillan to their level of perfection,
in Australia? It is now. Nexom is now the
authorised Australian distributor for McMil-
lan rifles. While the sporting rifle side of
things is still being set up by McMillan, and
this is expected to be completed during late
2008, they are in full swing with their tacti-
cal products, and have been for many vears.

The flagship of the McMillan Tactical
range, the Tac-50 broke the world record in
2002 for the longest confirmed kill by a
sniper. At adistance of 2430m Corporal Rob
Furlong, onc of a five man sniper team from
the Canadian Army’s Princess Patricia’s Light
[nfantry shot and killed an Al Queada fighter
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carrying an RPK machine gun during Oper-
ation Anaconda in Afghanistan.

The McMillan Tac Series of rifles is made
up of the Tac-308 in .308 Winchester, the Tac
300 in .300 Winchester Magnum, the Tac-338
in the powertul 338 Lapua Magnum and the
now legendary Tac-50 in the mighty .50
Browning Machine Gun (BMG) chambering.

| have recently been given the opportunity
to trial the Tac-308 and Tac-338 rifle pack-
ages; this was done specifically to launch
the knowledge that these and other McMil-
lan weapon systems and accessories are now
available in Australia, through a new
importer/ distributor. [ first have to say that
[ am grateful to Jon Martin, the Director of
Nexom who showed complete faith in my
abilities to highlight the accuracy thar these
rifles are easily capable of.

Upon opening the Pelican hard cases the



NS S N
N

first thing that comes to mind is, WOW!
These tactical rifle packages are not your
daddy’s heavy barrel hunting rifle gone bad,
these are some very high quality rifles purpose
built for one very special reason. To deliver
a single well aimed projectile, exactly where
you aimed it. These are the true no BS
“snipers” rifle. | was expecting good things
from these rifles, I was not left disappointed.

So where to start on these rifles. Everything
you look at is of such quality that finding a
starting point is hard. To make it easy, I'll start
at the muzzle and move back!

The muzzle of the Tac-308 has a recessed
target crown on this particular rifle; however
as with everything on these rifles, there are
options galore, including a threaded muzzle
for the mounting of suppressors. Not an
option for most of us, but for the few who
utilise theses devices, having the ritle
threaded from the outset is an added bonus.

The Tac-338 comes standard with McMil-
lan’s own design of muzzle break, with a conical
forcing chamber internally and ports that look
like the ace of clubs symbol to force the gases
outwards and slightly rearward. The muzzle
blast this beast creates is impressive to say the
least Ear plugs and ear muffs are highly recom-
mended for those shooting, or nearby! If I had
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LEFT: The Leupold Mark 4 M1 3.5-10x40
FFP riflescope as seen on top of the Tac-308
package is a very good choice of precision
optics for such an accurate rifle. Repeatable
windage and elevation adjustments, crystal
clear optics and no gimmick features.

ABOVE: The size difference between the 308
and 338 versions of these rifles is obvious
when laying them side by side. Both are
designed to have the same features and handle
similarly to enhance weapon familiarity when
both rifles are used by the same operator.

ABOVE LEFT: A Sako style claw extractor
provides positive extraction, which is
definitely needed when running hi-power loads
in the 338 where they tend to get a bit sticky!

not have actually used it, I would not have
believed just how well this muzzle break works.
Firing the 338 with full power loads felt simi-
lar to letting off the 308 with 168grn match
ammo, yes there is more blast and a definite
higher level of “thump” to the noise, but the
recoil is not what I expected it to be.

Both rifles feature Schneider match grade
air cauged barrels, in the McMillan spec’s tac-
tical taper. Schneider barrels are cut rifled, so
there is no stress relieving of the barrel
required. It also ensures a consistent groove
depth and twist rate, which is not always the
case with button rifled barrels. The 22 inch
long 308 barrel is in a one in eleven inch right
hand twist rate, perfect for stabilising the
common 168grn or 175grn match grade
ammunition. The 338 features a 27 inch long
tube running a one in ten inch right hand
twist. The 338LM was developed to fire a pro-
jectile weight of 250grns, the one in ten inch
twist rate stabilises these high ballistic coef-
ficient bullets extremely well.

Sitting above the barrel and mounted to the
receiver of both rifles is a McCann Industries
scope mount and accessory rail. This rather
bulky mounting system is designed to not only
hold the scope, but also copious amounts of
other optical equipment, such as a night
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vision amplifier which sits in front of the scope
objective lens. Attached to many law enforce-
ment agencies rifles around the world is also
a riflescope camera system, which relays the
exact scope image the sniper has back to the
forward incident command post. This assists
with the investigation following a sniper tak-
ing a life ending shot, by being able to confirm
that there is sufficient cause to employ a lethal
use of force generally leaves the law enforce-
ment sniper in the clear.

The McCann rail has a built-in 25 minute
of angle cant on it as well, allowing the ritle
scope to be zeroed at 100m, and have the abil-
ity to be adjusted for zero out to 1000m plus
and not run out of adjustment on the scope
turrets. Holdover aiming is no longer an
acceptable practice for precision long range
shooting. Modern tactical scope systems that
can be adjusted with precise repeatability have
done away with the guess work. The scopes
on these two rifles are prime examples of this.

Leupold is renowned for its excellent
optics, and are often the bar which others are
measured by. The Mark 4 LR tacrical series
of riflescopes are no different. While there are
many other brands of tactical riflescope on
the market, the MK4 LR series of scope offers
everything you need, without the features
that make scopes difficult to use.

The Tac 308 was fitted with the 3.5-10X40
M1 front focal plane (FFP) scope which was
installed with the tactical milling reticle
(TMR). This is mounted to the McCann rail
by a set of Leupold Mark 4 steel rings. This
range of magnification is pretty much spot on
for the usefulness of the .308 Winchester
chambering for tactical purposes. Whereas
the powerful Tac 338 has a scope more suited
to its long rang usefulness, an 8.5-25X50 M1
again with the FFP TMR reticle, this scope is
also mounted with Leupold Mk 4 rings.

My only gripe with these scopes is the TMR
reticle. While I'm sure the specialist’s can






