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Chub Eastman

The Tactical Hunter

McMillan bas E?i’gﬂ?ﬂ’?’f’ff a dedicated b unting rifle with all
the accuracy and high-tech features of its tactical line.

hen you hear the name Me-
Millan, a vision of a SWAT
team member or sniper going
abour his business with a military-style
rifle that shoots hug—huld.' BIOUPS COImes (o
mind. I've seen a few of MeMillan's famous

tactical rifles at the range and was very im-
pressed with their accuracy and reliability
in the hands of a trained echnician (shoor-
er). This style of shooting requires making
shots from different positionsand unknown
ranges at targets different from the normal
bull's-eye targets we use; obviously preci-
sion bullet placement from a cold barrel is
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The fluted bolt on McMillan's new Tactical
Hunter looks good and helps to reduce
overall weight.

the number one
requirement.

[ have often won-
dered whar ir would rake
to convert one of these su-
per-accurare tactical mod-
els into a dedicated hunt-
ing rifle. The changes would
mostly involve altering the dimen-
sions of the stock and barrel; in fact, the
changes would be minor enough thar
I'm sure some of McMillan's tactical
rifles see time in the ficld when hunring
season rolls around. Well, we don't have
to speculate any longer, as 2008 saw the
introduction of McMillan’s new Tacti-
cal Hunter.
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My first look ar the new Tacrical
Hunter, which arrived in a fitted hard
plastic airline-proof case, left no doubr this
rifle is all business and made w be used.

All meral parts are black Teflon
coated to make it impervious w
Morher Narure, The rextured
stock is black graph-
ite with

Pi“'.l.lb

aluminum
miolded

into it to pro
vide the rigidity for
a perfect  stock-to-ac-
tion alignment needed 1w
achieve consistent shot-after-
shot accuracy.

MeMillan's G30 acrion is a normal
push-feed design. The bolt is fluted in
unique spiral partern, which not only looks
good but helps reduce overall weight.

The Jewell trigger breaks like a piece
of glass at 3 pounds and is fully adjusr-
able, Overtravel is nonexistent. As most
experienced shooters know, a good trig-
ger is one of the main requirements of
accuracy. The crigger is also positioned
in a very natural position for your finger;
when you grab the pistol grip and mount
the rifle into a shooting position you don'
have to make the exera effore to find it,

The safety is a twa-position style,
When it is on it locks the sear, but the
bolt can still be cycled.

The Tactical Hunrer comes in four
calibers: .243 Winchester, 308 Win-
chester, 7mm Remington Magnum, and
300 Winchester Magnum. Barrel length
is 22 inches for the .243 and .308, and
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24 inches for the 300 Winchester Mag-
num and 7mm Remington Magnum. All
barrels are match grade and rapered o a
standard sporter weight with a recessed
LArger Crown.

The Tacrical Hunrer 1 received for
testing was chambered for 308 Win
chester, and ar the range it lived up o all
of my expectations. [n nearly 100-degree
temperatures with a stiff cross wind, my
largest three-shot group with [actory am-
munition at 100 vards measured a hair
over three-quarters of an inch. 1 shot fac-
wry ammunition from Hornady, Black
Hills, Remington, Winchester, and Fed-
eral in weights ranging from 150 to 180
grains. This ammea was not targer amme;
it was regular ammunition you might
find on sale ar Wal-Mart. With a couple
of my old standby .308 pet handloads,
it shot betrer than 1 could hold i, which
does tend 1o deflate one'’s ego.

In a conversation with Kelly McMil-
lan shortly after | received the rifle | asked
what sort of accuracy guarantee comes
with the rifle. This was a normal ques
tion as most rifle manufacrurers roday give
some sort of accuracy guarantee to help
sell their products. His answer was the best
I've ever heard: No MOA numbers or re-

We can have you chasing tails all
over the South Pacific. More than

in beautiful Mew

d, tropical New Caledania,

lia and other equa

ing I.J-IrIFI:Ir able h
oulstanding cuisir

with plenty of tails. And tales.
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attention and downright fun every
step of the way. You'll come home

stricrions on the rype ammo used, bue just
a simple, “If you are not happy with the
way it shoors, send it back.” T don't know
what more a customer could ask for,

MeMillan is nor a three- ar four-per-
son shop like some high-grade rifle manu-
facturers are, There are seventy employees
involved in all phases of their complete in-
house manufacturing. They produce ap-
proximarely six ritles a week, which gives
you an idea how much time is spent with
each rifle thar goes our the doar, Unlike
many high-end rifle companies, McMil
lan has made rhe commirmenr o have ni-
fles in inventory when an order is received,
so there is no endless waiting,

The Tactical Hunter is not a super
feather-weight rifle. The weight is in
line with a M700 Remington, standard
Model 70, or Browning A-Bolr, which is
abour seven pounds.

If 1 were to be real nit-picky the only
thing | would change would be the design
of the fore-end. It is of a slight beavertail
style thar is abour an inch longer and
nearly an inch wider than most sporrer
stocks on the market. However, this is
not a drawback of much importance as it
is srill comfortable o hold in most shoot-
ing positions, 'mc]m:ling smnding.
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The Tactical Hunter is an embar-
rassing rifle to shoot if you have an ego. |
would guess that 95 percent of the shoot-
ers that pu[l the trigger on one will not be
able ra hold and shoor groups as tght as

the rifle is capable u!‘.f.hr:unr]ng. @
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MecMillan Tactical Hunter

.243 Winchester,

.308 Winchester,

7mm Remington
Magnum,

.300 Winchester
Magnum
Match-grade stainless
steel target crown #5
fluted barrel;

22 inches for .243 and

CavisEns:

Barme::

.308; 24 inches for
magnums
Froowpiars: 1 piece aluminum,
hinged
WeiGir: 7 pounds
LOP 13.5inches
Recompan: 1" Pachmayr
Decelerator
Frsusnt: Matte hlack finish,
black textured stock
MERP: £4,195.00
Wensire: mcmfamily.com
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